LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm
Application for Induction into the 82nd Airborne Division Hall of Fame

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Robert E. Chisolm
An original World War II Paratrooper, Bob Chisolm made combat jumps into
Normandy on D-Day and into Holland during Operation Market Garden, then
fought courageously in the Battle of the Bulge. He was wounded in all three
actions and evacuated from both France and Belgium. As a Corporal, he was
awarded the Legion of Merit for inspiring performance of duty in Holland. In a 29year distinguished Army career, he led in combat in both Korea and Vietnam,
becoming one of 324 soldiers to earn three Combat Infantry Badges. Later, Bob
pursued a successful business career and then dedicated himself to veterans’
organizations including his beloved Benavidez-Patterson Chapter of the 82nd
Airborne Division Association, cementing his legacy through scholarship programs
at the Chapter and also at the University of Texas El Paso.

Executive Summary
LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm has made exceptional contributions to the 82nd
Airborne Division, to American society, and to the greater World.
•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

Fought valiantly with the 82nd Airborne Division, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, in
Normandy, Eastern Holland and the Ardennes.
Suffered serious head and shoulder injury in Normandy, flak injury to his eye and
forehead when jumping into Holland, and severe injury to his neck and left thigh in the
Battle of the Bulge.
As a Corporal, took charge of 80+ men in Holland and earned a Legion of Merit Award.
As a 2nd Lieutenant, commanded L Company, 31st Infantry, 7th Infantry Division in one
of the last major combat actions in Korea. Earned battlefield promotion to 1st
Lieutenant. Suffered ruptured ear drum due to direct artillery fire.
Completed classified assignments in Vietnam during 1963 including six months as
advisor to the 45th Vietnamese Infantry Regiment, where he earned his third Combat
Infantry Badge.
One of only 324 Soldiers to have been awarded three (3) Combat Infantry Badges.
Completed additional classified assignments in Thailand during 1966-1968.
Medically-retired in 1971 after serving as Chief, War Games Branch, Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas.
Earned a myriad of Awards and Decorations during his 29-year Army Career, including:
Combat Infantry Badge with 2 Stars; Legion of Merit with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters; Purple
Heart with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters; and Bronze Star.
Upon retiring from the U.S. Army, pursued successful business careers in cattle ranching,
clothing resale, industrial wiping cloths and real estate. Successfully transitioned
businesses to new local ownership upon retirement.
Long-time contributor of substantial time, energy, executive leadership and financial
support to several Veterans Organizations, including being a Charter Member of El
Paso’s Benavidez-Patterson “All Airborne” Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division
Association and a Sustaining Member of the Family and Friends of the 508th Parachute
Infantry Regiment Association.
Major legacies include the well-funded Benavidez-Patterson Chapter’s Scholarship
Program and the Dawn Chisolm-Doyle Memorial Music Scholarship Fund at the
University of Texas El Paso.

Executive Summary (continued)
LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm has throughout his life exhibited the best qualities
and characteristics of the 82nd Airborne Division.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Selfless service to the Nation and the greater World as evidenced by a distinguished 29year Army career despite several serious combat injuries.
Perseverance in combat against daunting environmental factors and enemy forces.
Leadership on the battlefield beyond one’s rank.
Unwavering dedication towards and love of family
Volunteerism and charity surrounding time, energy and financial commitments to
Veterans Organizations and Scholarship Programs.
Listener-type Leadership as a Coach/Advisor to Non-Profit Boards of Directors.
Humility as a soldier and as a person.
Dedication to “Airborne All the Way” and “Preserving the Legacy”.

DETAILED SUMMARY
LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm has made exceptional contributions to the
82nd Airborne Division, to American society, and to the greater World.

WORLD WAR II
Normandy
Robert “Bob” Chisolm entered military service in August 1942 and attended basic training at
Fort Walters, Texas. He graduated from Parachute School in December 1942, having completed
communication and demolition coursework. He joined the 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment in
March 1943.
He parachuted into Normandy overnight on June 6, 1944 with I Company of the 508th’s Third
Battalion. Their mission involved seizing and destroying crossings over the Douve River in the
areas of Entienville and Beuzeville-la-Bastille. Given the cloud cover and inclement weather,
Bob, like so many other paratroopers, ended up hitting the ground separated from his unit. He
landed just outside Sainte Mere Eglise and recalls seeing John Steele dangling from the church
steeple when he entered the town’s center. For several days, Bob fought with G Company 505th
PIR until finally rendezvousing with enough I Company 508th comrades.
On order of the Division, PFC Chisolm and the 508th’s 3rd Battalion advanced west and made a
night crossing over the Douve River. They finally achieved one of their first objectives when
they took the town of Saint-Sauveur-le-Vicomte.
On June 23rd, Bob’s 19th Birthday, he volunteered for a two-man combat patrol, insisting that one
of his comrades not be awakened after having been on patrol the night before. While
determining the extent of the enemy on high ground, a German armored vehicle unleashed
machine gun fire on Bob and his comrade Bill Hughes. Bob was struck in the right shoulder and
the back of his head. The two were able to rejoin their unit after knocking out the machine gun,
Hughes opening up with his Thompson submachine gun, Chisolm firing a BAR. In his book on
the 508th “Put Us Down in Hell”, Phil Nordyke wrote, “Chisolm was incredibly fortunate to
survive the head wound and to do so without impairment. Perhaps what was just as amazing
was that he could even lift a BAR and fire it with his badly wounded right shoulder.” Bob
received local medical treatment prior to being evacuated to a hospital in England, where he
spent 31 days under care. A plate was later inserted into the back of PFC Chisolm’s head to
cover the hole in his skull.

Eastern Holland
Prior to parachuting from his C-47 aircraft in Operation Market Garden, Bob was struck by antiaircraft flak. He nonetheless successfully jumped and was treated on the ground with stitches
over his left eye, on his forehead and on his side under his left arm. He joined his I Company
comrades in accomplishing their first objective to take high ground outside Berg en Dal. As part
of a four-man patrol, Bob went into Nijmegen close to the traffic circle near the Waal Bridge
where a German 88mm tank stood guard.

I Company set up a key roadblock in Beek where Germans were knocked out twice including
two armored cars hit by Bob and comrade Joe Petry. Over the ensuing few days, I Company
experienced intense fighting in that vicinity as Germans fought to retake territory along the
Dutch-German border near Wyler.
On September 20th, I Company was holding Beek with roadblocks but came under heavy attack
by German armor and infantry. The situation became critical when one lieutenant was killed
after another had left before the battle began. CPL Chisolm, then an assistant squad leader, took
charge of the defenders. Having seen comrades wounded or killed, assessing that I Company
was facing a superior force while being short on ammunition, Bob made the decision to pull back
to higher ground, going out to the first line of defense and organizing a one-by-one pull-back to
the higher ground. All were pulled back without any casualties.
Phil Nordyke wrote, “Through his extraordinary courage and cool leadership under an extremely
critical situation, Corporal Chisolm conducted an orderly retreat to the forested high ground at
Berg-en-Dal. He was later awarded the Legion of Merit, the only such award the regiment made
to an enlisted man or noncommissioned officer during the war.” In his book “History of the
508th Parachute Infantry”, William G. Lord wrote, “After combat jump into Holland—unit
Officers, and most Non-Coms, had become casualties—Corporal Robert Chisolm takes charge of
approximately 83 men and, demonstrating exemplary leadership in action that ensued, is
awarded the Legion of Merit.”
The 508th spent some 62 days in Eastern Holland fighting back and forth across the battle line
until being pulled back to Sissone, France in late November.

Battle of the Bulge
At Sissone, Bob Chisolm was initially assigned to be a police prison sergeant but asked that he
be released back into I Company prior to combat in the Ardennes. The 508th moved out on
December 16th and I Company first contacted the Germans at the village of Salmchateau. The
days leading up Christmas 1944 saw Chisolm and his comrades in constant combat. St. Vith
defenders withdrew through the 508th line at the Thier-du-Mont ridge starting on December 21st
and by Christmas Eve, the entire Division had orders to pull back into defensive positions.
Attacks and counter-attacks ensued near the village of Erria.
The 508th was ordered to re-take Thier-du-Mont on January 7, 1945. Third battalion, including
Chisolm’s I Company, took the lead with G Company launching the attack. During that intense
combat, CPL Chisolm was severely wounded by a tree burst to his left thigh and neck amid
freezing temperatures and heavy ground snow. While he received a morphine shot and patch to
his neck, it was the freezing temperatures in the Ardennes that caused the blood to coagulate in
his leg wound and kept him from bleeding to death.
Bob was evacuated first to a hospital near Paris, then back to England, and then was sent back to
William Beaumont Army Hospital in El Paso, Texas where he underwent extensive
reconstructive surgery for his combat wounds.

Recovery and Rejoining the 508th PIR in Frankfurt
After spending nearly two months at the hospital in El Paso, Bob transferred to Brook Army
Hospital for physical therapy on his leg. He was recuperating back at his home in Dallas when
he realized that pig stands and getting drunk were not for him. Hearing that the 508th PIR had
been chosen has General Eisenhower’s honor guard in Frankfurt, Bob wrote LTC Louis G.
Mendez offering to re-enlist if he could be back with his cherished 508th unit.
Bob married Margaret Browning on February 14, 1946, and they both moved to Germany. He
was with the 508th and then took a role as a Criminal Investigation Division agent. His only
child, Cheryl Dawn Chisolm, was born in Frankfurt on July 18, 1947. Bob recalls being one of
four volunteers from the 508th ready to parachute in on a rescue and recovery mission after a
civilian plane crashed in Switzerland. In the end, the paratroopers’ services were not required,
but such selfless volunteerism was the hallmark of 82nd Airborne Division Paratroopers. Bob’s
rank at the end of this European stint was Technical Sergeant.

KOREA AND VIETNAM ERAS
After assignments with the 2nd Armored Division at Fort Hood and the Reserves at the Presidio
in San Francisco, Bob was encouraged to attend OCS. He was appointed Second Lieutenant in
November 1951. He commanded L Company, 31st Infantry, 7th Infantry Division during the
last major combat action of the Korean War. For his exemplary service as Company
Commander, Bob earned a battlefield promotion to 1st Lieutenant. He later sustained a ruptured
ear drum form direct artillery fire, which would subsequently become infected, leading to his
transfer to a U.S. hospital in Japan.
Bob then took assignments in Okinawa where his family was able to join him. One unique
assignment was as a Special Services Entertainment Officer, where Bob oversaw the first offBroadway production of “Teahouse of the August Moon”. Later he was selected for the Army
Language School (German) prior to spending 1956-1959 with the 522nd Military Intelligence
Battalion on classified assignments in Germany. Once again, Bob’s family relocated to
Germany.
From 1959-1961, Bob was stationed at Fort Jackson, SC. Later in 1963, he attended the
Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, KS. By July 1963, he was assigned
to the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) and spent one year on the ground in
Vietnam, including six months as advisor to the 45th Vietnamese Infantry Regiment where Bob
earned his third Combat Infantry Badge, only one of approximately 324 soldiers who have
earned this distinction. Bob was also advisor to the 23rd Vietnamese Infantry Regiment.
In the mid-1960s Bob was unit advisor to the Texas National Guard in Dallas. He then
accomplished another MAAG assignment, spending 1966-1968 in Thailand. LTC Chisolm’s
final assignment was as Chief, War Games Branch, Fort Leavenworth, KS. In 1971, he was
medically-retired from the U.S. Army given the cumulative toll of his many combat injuries, and
having made 78 training and combat jumps during his Army career.

MILITARY AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Combat Infantry Badge with 2 Stars
Legion of Merit with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters
Purple Heart with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters
Bronze Star
Good Conduct Medal
National Defense Service Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster
Six Overseas Bars
Vietnam Service Medal
Vietnam Campaign Medal
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Bronze Star
United Nations Service Medal
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
World War II Victory Medal
Korean Service Medal
American Campaign Medal
Armed Forces Reserve Medal
Netherlands Order of William Medal
Belgium Fourragere
French Fourragere
Distinguished Unit Emblem
Presidential Unit Citation (Navy)
Presidential Unit Citation (ROK)
U.S. Senior Parachute Badge with 2 Combat Jump Stars and Arrowhead
Thai Parachute Badge
French Legion of Honor Award (1st Degree – “Chevalier” – Knighthood)

SAMPLE OF EFFICIENCY REPORTS
A Consistent Track History of Outstanding Performance and Leadership

APPOINTMENTS, FOREIGN SERVICE AND SCHOOLING SUMMARY

CIVILIAN LIFE ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Business Career Post-1971
Following his retirement from the Army in January 1971, Bob returned to East Texas where he
had family roots, having spent many summers there with grandparents. He bought a 135-acre
ranch upon which he lived. Soon thereafter, Bob and his brother bought the grandparents’ 287acre ranch, and then bought another 900-acre piece of ranch land. In the end, Bob’s brother, two
other families and Bob were successful beef cattle ranchers.
In 1974, having leased his home ranch to a good friend’s son, Bob relocated to El Paso to
provide management assistance to his cousin who was having business difficulties with a
clothing business called Johnson International Materials. As Chief Operating Officer, Bob ran
seven clothing stores in El Paso and also exported products to Europe and the Middle East. He
employed approximately 100 persons, most of them Mexican-Americans.
Later Bob incorporated J-Tex, Inc, an industrial wiping cloths manufacturer. J-Tex customers
included government entities in the Southwest and oil and mining industrial companies. Upon
retirement, Bob sold the clothing business to two cousins and sold the J-Tex business to a local
El Paso company while continuing to manage some local real estate investments.
In short, post his Army career, Bob Chisolm pursued successful business careers in ranching and
then in privately-held El Paso companies, employing hundreds and contributing to local
economic growth and progress.

Veteran Organizations – Participation, Leadership & Legacy
LTC (Ret) Bob Chisolm has participated and contributed time, energy and money to several
local Veterans organizations including Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of
America, Special Forces Chapter and Military Order of the Purple Heart. But he maintains a
reverent allegiance to the fraternity of military paratroopers he helped found, the BenavidezPatterson “All Airborne” Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Division Association.
Bob is a Charter Member in the Benavidez-Patterson Chapter that was launched on August 10,
1985, after Bob spearheaded early efforts to organize and grow the Chapter. His early
organizing efforts involved notices to the El Paso Times and other local publications, follow-up
and recruiting efforts through an initial seven-person team. Early on the Chapter used a room in
one of Bob’s downtown El Paso buildings, then a World War II building at Fort Bliss, then a
hospital building, and then an American Legion building. Eventually, Bob and others were
instrumental in the Chapter acquiring its own building at 2608 Fort Boulevard in El Paso.

The Benavidez-Patterson “All Airborne” Chapter house contains a kitchen area, a private bar, a
military library, a photo library of living and deceased Members, a museum-like display of
Airborne uniforms and equipment, and ample seating areas for speaker and dining events and for
socializing. Thanks to the early and sustained efforts of Bob and other Chapter leaders, the
organization is well-positioned to engage with the greater El Paso community for in-house
“Open House” activities commemorating Armed Forces Day, National Airborne Day, Veterans
Day, etc, never mind being able to travel out into the city to engage with schools on educational
events such as elementary reading programs, science fairs, history symposiums and the like.
Over the years, Bob and his fellow Members have committed countless hours to such initiatives
at schools that include Zavala, Rusk, Alta Vista and Indian Ridge Elementary Schools and Basset
Middle School.
Perhaps the “crown jewel” of the Benavidez-Patterson Chapter initiatives is the Scholarship
Fund that Bob Chisolm was instrumental in establishing and over the years helping to fund.
Unique among all 82nd Airborne Division Association Chapters across the country, the
Benavidez-Patterson Chapter program allows for scholarship grants to grandchildren in addition
to children of current and former paratroopers. The El Paso Chapter Scholarship Fund currently
exceeds $100,000 and given interest and annual donations, between 4 and 6 scholarships of
$1000 each are awarded annually. In fact, an impressive 30 such scholarships have been given
over the years 2013-2018, for an average of 5 per year.
More importantly, Bob’s commitment to the Benavidez-Patterson Chapter was matched by the
efforts of his wife, Margaret, and daughter, Dawn. Both supported Bob selflessly over the years,
relocating overseas several times. Margaret was the first president of the 508th Wives’
Association in Frankfurt. She studied and spoke German, and later became quite fluent in the
Thai language and became good friends with the Queen of Thailand. Margaret was also active in
the American Red Cross and was designated a “Yellow Rose of Texas” by the Governor. But
Margaret poured tremendous time and energy into the Benavidez-Patterson Chapter. Following
her death in August 2009, the Chapter established the “Margaret Chisolm Airborne Service
Award” given annually to a non-airborne female for meritorious and exemplary service to the
Chapter.
Following the untimely death of his beloved daughter Dawn in 2013, Bob teamed up with his
son-in-law Richard Doyle to establish the Dawn Chisolm-Doyle Memorial Scholarship Fund at
the University of Texas El Paso. The scholarship program is patterned after the successful
Benavidez-Patterson Scholarship Fund. Dawn was a professional singer in San Francisco, New
York City, Florida and Georgia. To date, there have been 14 recipients of a total of $15,000 and
the original two recipients have gone on the earn a Masters Degree and PhD, respectively, in
Music.

DETAILED SUMMARY
LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm has throughout his life exhibited the best
qualities and characteristics of the 82nd Airborne Division.

The previous section detailing LTC (Ret) Robert E. Chisolm’s exploits, accomplishments and
successes in both his Army and Civilian careers highlight the qualities and characteristics of the
82nd Airborne Division that Bob has demonstrated throughout his nearly 94-year-old life.
Again, listed below are some of those stand-out personal qualities which include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Selfless service to the Nation and the greater World as evidenced by a distinguished 29year Army career despite several serious combat injuries.
Perseverance in combat against daunting environmental factors and enemy forces.
Leadership on the battlefield beyond one’s rank.
Unwavering dedication towards and love of family
Volunteerism and charity surrounding time, energy and financial commitments to
Veterans Organizations and Scholarship Programs.
Listener-type Leadership as a Coach/Advisor to Non-Profit Boards of Directors.
Humility as a soldier and as a person.
Dedication to “Airborne All the Way” and “Preserving the Legacy”.

What follows are some key Army citations, the obituary of his beloved wife, Margaret, and some
testimonial letters—all combining to reinforce Bob’s outstanding character and remarkable life
of service and contribution to community, country and the world.

